[Prophylaxis and early diagnosis of cancer of the cervis (author's transl)].
As a means to early detection of cancer of the cervix Hinselmann invented the colposcope in 1925, Papanicolaon the smear technique in 1943 and Antoine and Grünberger the colpomicroscopy in 1949. A more detailed description of colpomicroscopy is given. The healing of a benign erosion by electrocoagulation or freezing is a prophylactic measure to prevent development of cancer of the cervix. With suspicious findings on routine examination (colposcopy, Papanicolaou, colpomicroscopy), the lesion must be checked by conisation. Removal of the entire lesion (basal hyperplasia, dysplasia, concer in situ) obviates the need for further therapy. Conisation is, therefore, also a prophylactic measure to prevent development of cancer of the cervix. A report is given of 2 series of cases treated at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Kaiser Franz Joseph Hospital, Vienna.